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Happy New Year!
As 2022 starts, We wish everyone good health and happiness. May your lives
be blessed with joy and fulfillment.
On January 8th our fair Kingdom will be celebrating 12th Night and the
Coronation of Prince Valrik and Princess Drada. We look forward to Their Reign, and
We thank Their Majesties King Pansa and Queen Katherine for caring for Caid so well
during Their Reign.
Queen's Champion armored will be held in Altavia on January 22nd and
Queen's Champion Ranged will be in Lyondemere on January 23rd. We will not be in
attendance at either event as Baron Jens will be having a positive surgery on the
22nd.
The following Saturday, January 29th, Gyldenholt kicks off the tourney season
with Our beloved Unbelted Tournament. Our new King Valrik and Queen Drada will
be traveling to Gyldenholt to join in the festivities. We are looking forward to seeing
the fighters demonstrate their prowess on the field. We hope to see many of Our
populace fighters in the lists.
We are still looking for an event steward for Anniversary in June. If you are
interested in helping to make this event successful, please contact Our Seneschal, THL
Grace. No experience is necessary. We can hook you up with a mentor to guide you.
As always, we are looking for Baronial Award recommendations. Please
submit name(s), what award(s), and why you believe the award is earned, to Our
Baronial email address.
Have a wonderful year!
In Service,
Jens, Godi and Ida Agaetr Kona
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From the Chronicler
earest Friends and Companions,

Upcoming Issue:
◊

The next issue of the Gyldenholt
Press will be published in April
2022.

◊

Submissions will be due Sunday,
March 26, 2022; earlier
submissions are appreciated.

We have made it to 2022...finally!
What's your New year's Resolution? Get in more practice on the
pell? Go to every tourney and event? Start a new Medieval hobby like
brewing or embroidery? Well, we want to hear about it! Send us photos or
stories about what you're doing and share it with all of Gyldenholt!
A special thanks to Duchess Bridget Lucia MacKenzie, OP, OR for
her "How To" on Writing an Award Recommendation Letter. If this
inspires you in any way, we are always looking for submissions for your
newsletter. Not a writer? Take some photos! Don’t know if your
submission will past muster? You never know until you try!

Lord Cellach mac Suibne
Chronicler

Wish list:


Articles on Events



Persona stories



Masthead and filler art



Photos



Reviews of period books,
movies, or exhibitions

Photo by Frozen Glass Photography

This is the January 2022 (Winter) issue of The Gyldenholt Press, a publication of the Barony of Gyldenholt of the Society for
Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.) The Gyldenholt Press is available from Tyler Simmons, 23303 Wagon Trail Rd, Diamond Bar,
CA 91765. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2022 Society for
Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact
the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our
contributors.
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REGNUM
Baron and Baroness
Jens inn drumspaki, godi & Ida Haroldsdottir, agaetr kona
Seneschal

Sexton

Doña Grace O’Kennaith

Lady Emeline atte More

Keys Coordinator

Exchequer

Roberta Butterwick

THL Morgana Ferrari di Velletri

Gold Forest (Herald)

Marshal
Lord Finnr the squinter Guðmundarson

Lord Yaneznayu Bakavich

Captain of Rapier

Captain of Archers

THL Valeria Cabrielli

THL Dafydd ap Tomas

Captain of Youth Combat

Captains of Thrown Weapons
Lady Muriel O’Dooley

Lord Olaf MacStaiamna

Webwright

Arts and Sciences

Baron Rowen Killian

Duchess Bridget Lucia Mackenzie

Constable

Master of Lists

Lord Finnr the squinter Guðmundarson

THLord Albert Torryngton

Chatelaine
THLord Dafydd ap Tomas & Lady Juliana de Ellesmere

VACANT
Demo Coordinator
Captain of Unarmored Combat
Archivist
Ministry of Youth

Scribal Capitals by Lady Astrid Skalphaena, digital editing by Melchior zum Bruche.
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How to write an effective Award Recommendation Letter using the online form
By Duchess Bridget Lucia MacKenzie, OP, OR
So you think someone is wonderful and deserving of a Kingdom Award. Great! Here are some tips and guidelines for writing your
letter and putting it into the online award recommendation form: http://royals.sca-caid.org/awards/online.php
Be sure to fill out all the requested information:
NAME Intended Recipient - Does the person have an SCA name? If they do not yet have an official name and heraldic device,
encourage them to work with their local baronial or shire herald. Or take them to the Herald’s Consultation Table at wars or other
events. If a person has been playing in the SCA for a couple of years, they should have a name! Though an award can be given to
“Wendy of Dragontown”, make the effort to help them get a proper name. Do not add their current title (Lord, Her Ladyship, etc.)
in the intended recipient box. Make sure you get the right spelling, in fact copy it directly from their OP page (see below for OP
info).
Group - What Barony or Shire do they belong to? Please also try to make sure they are known to their local Baronage or Peers,
since The Crown often consults them for advice. If a Baron/Baroness says “I dunno who that is!” to the Crown, then the award
might be passed over.
Gender - Most award scroll text mentions “Lord This Guy” or “Lady Somebody”. This entry helps the scribes fill out the correct
scroll. In these days of fluid gender or alternate personae, we are sensitive to differences and letting people be who they want to
be! If the person has an unknown, different or no gender pick “Unknown”.
Award – Read up on what each of the awards means so you recommend for the right award. An Award of Arms is NOT an
Augmentation of Arms! http://heralds.sca-caid.org/op/honor_info.php
In terms of intensity of skill and work, this is a rough guideline for how to rate what award to recommend:
• First award “Armigerous” (Crescent Sword, Harp Argent, Dolphin, Duelist, etc.) is a level 1.
• Second award “Grant” (Gauntlet, Caid Lux, Crescent, Argent Blade, etc.) is a level 10.
• Third award “Peerage” (Knight, Laurel, Pelican, Master of Defense) is level 100.
o Letters for the Peerage awards and several polling orders are sent directly to the Secretary for that Order. See the
links to their emails on the same page as the award recommendation form.
If the person does not have any award yet, recommend them for an Award of Arms. You may feel they are deserving of a
Armigerious award, but recommend them for the Award of Arms first.
Youth Awards – there are Service, Fighting and Arts awards for the children of our society. While you may want to write a letter
for someone under 18 for an Award of Arms or other adult awards, please let them start with the Youth awards. Let them ascend
the awards levels in order and collect the whole set!
Reason – Write 2 or 3 paragraphs describing in detail what the person has done to deserve the award, including the events and
dates. Don’t just say “They are great and help everyone”. Be descriptive! You can also include their mundane name, warband/
household if it will help cross-reference. For children, add their ages and parent’s names to help identify them. You can also
include a link to a person’s Wiki page http://caidwiki.org or other links that help describe their work here. You can “sign” end your
Reason with your SCA name, including titles.
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Link to Facebook – not required, but in these current days where everyone is using Facebook, this can be a big help. But it
won’t help if the person’s Facebook is locked down to friends only. OK to put a link to photos of the person, especially if they
are fighting, or doing art or service. If you have more than one link, add it to the Reason. This is to help with recognition “Oh,
THAT guy!”
From – this is where you put YOUR SCA name, NOT including titles. You can add your titles to the end of Reason.
Email – Your email so The Crown, or Chamberlain, can contact you if they have questions or want to ask if your person will be
at a particular event.
Events attending – this is critical for determining when an award can be given. If you don’t know, give an educated guess.
Perhaps their baronial anniversary or Yule. If they are an Archer, then probably an archery tourney.
Link to OP – When someone gets a Kingdom, Baronial or Shire award, it is recorded in an amazing online database called the
Order of Precedence (also known as the OP). This is the link to the OP of the Kingdom of Caid http://heralds.sca-caid.org/op/
index.php. Check the OP for your person’s name to see what awards they already have.
More important tips:
Never, never, NEVER tell the person who you are filing out an award recommendation letter for that you are recommending
them! You will immediately set them up for expectations and then disappointment if they do not get it, or if it takes years for
the award to come. It is cruel, don’t tell! When/if they get the award, you can tell them AFTER that you recommended them,
but DO NOT tell them how long ago it was! Again, they will be disappointed and sad!
Recommending family – it is entirely possible for husbands to recommend wives, moms to recommend children, etc. These
are the folks who know them best and can have the best details about what good they have done. Go ahead and say you are
the kid’s mom! Perhaps also ask a peer to also write the letter, providing their perspective and stories about the person.
Only recommend one award for the same person at a time – YOU may think they deserve a Harp, Dolphin and Argent Arrow,
but do not write a recommendation for each! You will just cause confusion! You need to decide which award you feel they
deserve most NOW and write a letter for that.
Quality over Quantity – Remember the SCA is a Monarchy, not a Democracy! So a letter-writing campaign for awards is not
only a bad idea, it can backfire on you, making it obvious that folks are getting together to push an award. Instead, spend
time to research what the person did, and describe the amazing things they have done. One well-written letter can be more
effective than a petition!
Recommend early, but not often! – Not only avoid having a committee send in a bunch of letters, but it is also good to get
your ONE letter in EARLY! The time to write a letter of recommendation is immediately after the last event where you saw
your person doing good work! The details will be fresh in your mind, and it gives the Crown and their staff time to read,
research and prepare for an award to be given.
And the follow-up to this:
Avoid asking the Crown to give an award AT an event! This puts un-due pressure on Their Majesties to make a decision on
the spot, and bypasses the critical research with baronage and peerage, as not being able to confirm awards someone already
has. Also, the Court Scribe may not have time to make the award certificate and the Chamberlain will have to scramble to get
a medallion ready. This is rude; do not put people on the spot. Be courteous and plan ahead!
Missing awards in the OP - When the Crown wants to give an award to someone and sees in the OP that they don’t have it,
then there may be an embarrassing moment in Court when that person is called forward to get the award, and they are
already wearing the medallion for it! Go through the OP and look up your family and friends to ensure all awards they have
received are listed. If you notice that any of the awards a person already has are missing from the OP, send a note to the
email listed on the OP page for changes. You will want to email a copy of the scroll they received, to document the award and
the date it was given. If you have pictures of the award being given, send those too.
Baronial awards – look up person’s awards in the OP, but send your letter for baronial awards directly to their local Baron/
Baroness.
Augmentation of Arms – this is considered the lifetime achievement award in Caid. This is rarely given, and is for someone
who has every other award, and who has years (decades!) of service and participation in the kingdom.
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Upcoming Meetings
Meetings are subject to change, please contact group heads for the most up to date information. For a current calendar and list of Officers and
Group leaders please visit: http://www.sca-gyldenholt.org
Council Meeting: Second Thursday of each month at 7:30pm in 614 N. Bush St., Santa Ana, CA. Contact: Dafydd ap Tomas at
seneschal@sca-gyldenholt.org
Fighter Practice: Every Tuesday at 7:30pm in Murdy Community Park, 7000 Norma Dr., Huntington Beach. Contact Finnr the squinter
Guðmundarson at marshal@sca-gyldenholt.org
Rapier: Every Tuesday at 7:30pm in Murdy Community Park, 7000 Norma Dr., Huntington Beach. Contact Valeria Cabrielli at
rapier@sca-gyldenholt.org
Youth Combat: Every Tuesday at 7:30pm in Murdy Community Park, 7000 Norma Dr., Huntington Beach. Contact Olaf mac Stiamna at
youthcombat@sca-gyldenholt.org
Archery: Practice is every Sunday at 10:30am in Santiago Park Archery Range: 2781 E. Memory Lane, Santa Ana, CA. Contact: Dafydd ap Tomas at
archery@sca-gyldenholt.org
Thrown Weapons: Practice is the second Sunday of each month at 12:30-2:30pm in Yorba Linda, CA. Contact Brynjolfr & Dyrfinna at
thrownweapons@sca-gyldenholt.org
Brewers: Meetings are the third Thursday of the month. Meeting locations vary. Contact: Erich der Suchenwierth at
brewers@sca-gyldenholt.org
Historians Guild: Meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm. Meeting locations vary. Contact: Emmeline Atte More at Historians@sca-gyldenholt.org
Newcomers: Vacant. For more information, contact the Seneschal at seneschal@sca-gyldenholt.org
Gyldenforge (metal working): Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00pm in Yorba Linda, CA. Contact Theo Van der Zee at
pewterers@sca-gyldenholt.org
Scribes: Meetings are the first Sunday of the month. Meeting locations vary. Contact Valeria Cabrielli for details at
scribes@sca-gyldenholt.org
Sunday Solar: Meetings are the third Sunday of the month in Tustin, CA. Contact Vitasha Ivanova doch’ at sundaysolar@sca-gyldenholt.org
Upper Crust: Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Meeting locations vary. Contact Giuseppe Francesco da Borgia
at uppercrust@sca-gyldenholt.org

For information about the Gyldenholt Press or its contents please contact: chronicler@sca-gyldenholt.org

Metal casting at
Gyldenforge meeting.
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Gyldenholt Press Submissions Guidelines
Your submissions are always welcome and we will help you in any way we can so that you can be a part of our newsletter. These
are a few suggestions to help the submission process run a bit smoother and to minimize follow up questions.
We can accept any format you wish to submit electronically, such as in the body of an email, as an email attachment, or as a
Facebook message. We use Microsoft office, or copy and paste. If we have trouble opening an attachment, we will
contact you, so we can resolve it.
We would prefer plain text and photos submitted separately so that they can be edited to maintain style consistency. If you
wish to create your own look with photos or illustrations, please let us know that this is important to you. We will
always respect your creative process, and will not make major changes without consulting you.
Please be sure that you have release forms on file with the Seneschal, or that you include release forms, for any work you
submit including photos and artwork.
Please include your full SCA name with any titles.
Please identify people in any photos you submit including their full SCA names and titles. If it is a posed photo or a photo of
a minor, we will also need model release forms. All needed forms may be found in the Chronicler handbook on the
Kingdom of Caid website, or from the Gyldenholt Chronicler. If you can’t find them, message us and we will send you
attachments.
While we will always publish due dates for submissions, earlier submissions are always appreciated and slightly late small
submissions may still be able to be used.
Thank you so much for your support in helping us publish a good representation of our barony. If there are other questions we
didn’t cover please, please, please let us know so that the guidelines can be updated.

The harbor at Birka, Sweden.
Photo by Vitasha Ivanova doch’

